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PM MODI LAUNCHES
100-week national
war against drugs

A PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT FOR A DRUG-FREE BHARAT

‘Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan’
Takes Shape as a Nationwide People’s Movement

NEW DELHI:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi formally 

launched the ‘Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit 

Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan’ on August 2, 2026, 

A 100-week nationwide Jan Bhagidari 

campaign to build a drug-free India.

More than  young people from one crore

over  across the country 28,000 locations

participated in the launch, making it one of 

the largest people's movements against drug 

abuse in India.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

AT A GLANCE

1 CRORE+ 28,000+ 100 WEEKS 125+
YOUNG PEOPLE LOCATIONS 100 SUNDAYS

ORGANISATIONS
SPIRITUAL & SOCIAL

participated in the 
launch across India

from villages to cities 
across the country

of continuous activities 
for a drug-free India joined hands in this 

national mission

FROM KASHI
TO A NATIONAL
MOVEMENT

YOUTH AT THE
CENTRE OF
THE FIGHT

100 SUNDAYS
OF ACTION

A STRONGER INDIA
BEGINS WITH
A STRONG YOUTH

The initiative began as a 

pilot effort in Kashi.

A broader roadmap emerged 

through the Kashi 

Declaration with the 

participation of spiritual and 

social organisations.

More than 125 spiritual 

organisations, along with 

NGOs and other bodies, 

have come together for this 

national effort.

Driven through MY Bharat 

under the Ministry of 

Youth Affairs & Sports, 

with youth participation as 

the central pillar.

Young people are 

encouraged to stay away 

from drugs and to become 

ambassadors of a positive, 

healthy and responsible 

lifestyle in their 

communities.

Every Sunday for 100 weeks, 

across India.

Activities include sports & 

fitness, walkathons, meditation, 

cultural programmes, street 

plays, awareness campaigns, 

discussions, art competitions 

and more.

From schools and colleges to 

communities and spiritual 

organisations, everyone has a 

role to play.

At the launch, PM Modi 

underlined the link 

between a drug-free 

younger generation and 

India’s goal of becoming a 

developed nation by 2047.

 A healthy, confident and 

addiction-free youth 

population is fundamental 

to our country’s social and 

economic future.

Narcotic News India is born out of a 

simple belief – that awareness creates 

resistance, information drives action, and 

together we can build a drug-free India.

This launch edition marks the beginning 

of our journey to inform, inspire and ignite 

change. We will bring you credible news, 

ground reports, expert insights and stories 

of hope from across the nation.

THE MISSION

THE APPROACH

THE ACTIVITIES

THE PARTNERS

To build a drug-free India by 

mobilising youth and 

communities through sustained 

awareness, participation and 

collective action.

Jan Bhagidari – engaging youth, 

families, institutions, civil 

society, spiritual organisations 

and the community at large.

Sports & fitness, walkathons, 

meditation, cultural 

programmes, street plays, 

awareness campaigns, 

discussions, art competitions 

and more — every Sunday.

Students, MY Bharat 

volunteers, NSS volunteers, 

youth clubs, educational 

institutions, NGOs, civil society 

and over 125 spiritual 

organisations.

Nasha Mukt Yuva
for Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Abhiyan

FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR

A New Voice in India’s
Fight Against Drugs

Megha Santhosh
MEGHA SANTHOSH

Managing Editor
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“India’s battle against drugs cannot be won by enforcement alone.
It must become a People’s Movement.”

– NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister of India“

“
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Let this be more than a newspaper.
Let it be a movement.



SAY NO TO DRUGS
SHARE IT. 

YOUR INFORMATION CAN SAVE A LIFE.

TRUTH | COURAGE | IMPACT

KERALA NARCOTICS DESK STATES UNDER WATCH

KOTTAYAM DISTRICT NARCOTICS ROUND-UP

Excise Squad Arrested Rajasthan Man
with 1.650 kg Ganja at Nagampadam
OPERATION THUNDER: MAN HELD WITH CONTRABAND 
NEAR RAILWAY STATION
NNI BUREAU

KOTTAYAM, 08 AUGUST 2026

In a major crackdown under 

Operation Thunder, the Excise 

Enforcement & Anti-Narcotic 

Squad, Kottayam, arrested a 

Rajasthan native and seized 

1.650 kilograms of ganja near 

Nagampadam Railway Station 

on Saturday, 08 August 2026. 

The accused has been 

identified as Maksood Khan 

(47), a native of Jaipur, 

Rajasthan. The operation was 

conducted based on specific 

intelligence that a person was 

moving suspiciously in the 

Nagampadam area with a 

consignment of narcotics. 

Acting swiftly, the squad 

intercepted and searched the 

man, recovering the 

contraband. A case has been 

registered under the Narcotic 

Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances (NDPS) Act. The 

accused was produced before 

the Judicial First Class 

Magistrate Court, Kottayam, 

and remanded to judicial 

custody. Excise sources said 

Operation Thunder will 

continue with greater intensity 

in the district to curb the 

spread of narcotics.

EXCISE ENFORCEMENT &
ANTI NARCOTIC SQUAD

KOTTAYAM

1.650 KG
GANJA
SEIZED

1.650 kg ganja seized by the Excise squad

Maksood Khan (47),
native of Jaipur, Rajasthan

THE EXCISE TEAM

Excise Inspector: R. Darshak (Team Leader)

Asst. Excise Inspector: B. Anand Raj

Grade Preventive Officers: P.S. Shyamkumar,  Praseed P.P.

Civil Excise Officers: T.A. Yesudas,  Dibeesh K.C

Woman Civil Excise Officer: Priya

Driver: Vibin Joy

AT A GLANCE: OPERATION THUNDER CASE

Date & Time  08-08-2026, Afternoon

Place Near Nagampadam 

Railway Station, 

Kottayam

Accused Maksood Khan (47),

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Seizure 1.650 kg ganja

Agency Excise Enforcement &

Anti-Narcotic Squad, 

Kottayam 

Law Invoked NDPS Act

Court Produced Judicial First Class

Magistrate  Court,

Kottayam

Remand Judicial Custody 

Investigation Ongoing

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

Our focus is to break the supply 

chain and protect society,

especially the youth, from the

menace of drugs. Citizens are

urged to share any information 

related to narcotics offences.

“

“
— R. Darshak
Excise Inspector, Kottayam Range

Excise Probe into Cannabis-Laced Candies
Nine Students Sent for De-addiction Treatment

NNI BUREAU

KOTTAYAM, 12 AUGUST 2026

The Excise Department, Kottayam, 

has uncovered a disturbing trend   

of cannabis-laced candies being 

circulated among school and 

college students. Following a tip-

off, officials have seized a total of 

974 grams of cannabis-containing 

candy from different parts of the 

district. The investigation began 

three months ago after Excise 

officials recovered 194 grams of 

suspected cannabis-infused candies 

from Rishikesh Singh, a native of 

Uttar Pradesh. Forensic 

examination subsequently 

confirmed the presence of cannabis 

in the candies.

Cannabis-laced candies seized during inspections

Officials launched a series of 

operations in schools, colleges 

and other locations across the 

district. During the drive, nine 

students, aged between 14 and 

16 years, were found using the 

substance. They have been 

shifted to the Vimukthi de-

addiction centre for counselling 

and treatment. Excise sources 

said the candies were sold in 

small packets containing around 

40 pieces for ₹200, targeting 

school and college students. 

Further investigation is in 

progress to trace the suppliers 

and the larger distribution 

network.

KEY FACTS

Investigation period: 3 months

Initial seizure: 194 g (from UP native)

Total cannabis candy seized: 974 g

Students found using: 9 (aged 14–16)

Action: Shifted to de-addiction centre

Case status: Further investigation on

OTHER VERIFIED CASES IN KOTTAYAM
(01 AUGUST – 24 AUGUST 2026

07 AUGUST 2026 | CHANGANASSERY

Excise officials intercepted a vehicle near 
Changanassery and seized 350 grams of ganja. Two 
persons were taken into custody. A case was 
registered under NDPS Act.

11 AUGUST 2026 | ETTUMANOOR

Excise team conducted a raid based on local 
intelligence and seized 120 grams of ganja 
from a residence. One accused arrested and 
remanded.

13 AUGUST 2026 | PALA

During a vehicle check, Excise officials seized 
200 grams of ganja. The accused was arrested 
and produced before court.

16 AUGUST 2026 | PAMPADY

Excise personnel seized 500 ml of spurious 
liquor and 35 grams of ganja during an 
inspection. Case registered.

21 AUGUST 2026 | VAIKOM
Excise team intercepted a bike and 
seized 150 grams of ganja. One accused 
arrested under NDPS Act.

Excise Department Intensifies Vigilance; 
NNI BUREAU

KOTTAYAM, 20 AUGUST 2026

The Excise Department, 
Kottayam, has stepped up 
surprise checks in schools, 
colleges, hostels, parks 
and public spaces to detect 
the use and sale of drugs 
following recent incidents.

Officials said surprise checks, 

intelligence-based operations 

and awareness programmes are 

being conducted regularly in 

coordination with Kerala 

Police and other agencies. 

Parents, teachers and students 

have been urged to report any 

suspicious activity related to 

drugs. The Excise Department has 

assured strict action against 

peddlers and suppliers.

KERALA POLICE

Emergency Response: 112

24x7 Emergency Helpline

Yodhav WhatsApp:
9995 966 666

(Send information confidentially)

NNI NARCOTIC NEWS INDIA

TRUTH   |    COURAGE  |   IMPACT

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER DEDICATED TO REPORTING 

ON NARCOTICS, DRUG ABUSE AND THE NDPS SECTOR ACROSS INDIA.

HAVE INFORMATION? SHARE IT. SAVE LIVES.

KERALA EXCISE

Your information is valuable 

and will be kept confidential.
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REPORT DRUG-RELATED INFORMATION

Report suspected drug 

activity to the nearest 

Excise Office /Enforcement 

Unit in your area.

Public Urged to Stay Alert

SAVE LIVES.
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‘KB CARTEL’ IN OPERATION THUNDER

KERALA EXCISE aressted BIGGEST

SYNTHETIC DRUG RACKET
5–20 KG MDMA MONTHLY PLAN THWARTED; 9 ARRESTED ACROSS STATES

NNI BUREAU | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

21 AUGUST 2026

In what Kerala Excise officials 

describe as the biggest synthetic 

drug bust in the State, a multi-

state syndicate involved in the 

illegal manufacture, supply and 

distribution of MDMA was 

dismantled under ‘Operation 

Thunder’.
The operation began with the 

seizure of 3.5 kg MDMA from a 

residence at Kondotty on 8 August 

2026. The investigation led to 

coordinated raids in Kerala, 

Maharashtra, West Bengal and 

Tamil Nadu, resulting in the arrest 

of nine persons.The racket, known 

as the ‘KB Cartel’, was planning 

to smuggle 5 to 20 kg of MDMA 

into Kerala every month, Excise 

sources say.
MDMA, precursor chemicals, digital devices and other 

materials seized during Operation Thunder

OPERATION FACTS

KERALA EXCISE
OPERATION THUNDER

Case registered on:  

08 August 2026

Seizure that triggered probe:  
3.5 kg MDMA from 
Kondotty

Arrests: 9 persons

States covered: Kerala,  
Maharashtra, West Bengal,  
Tamil Nadu

Monthly smuggling plan:  
5–20 kg MDMA

Nature: Manufacturing,  
supply & distribution  
syndicate

Sections: NDPS Act

HOW THE SYNDICATE OPERATED

Procurement of 

precursor 

chemicals

Manufacture at

rented location

Concealing

in couriers

Distribution 

through network 

& digital

platforms

KEY SEIZURES

MDMA Precursor

Chemicals

Digital

Devices

Packing

Materials

Vehicles

EXCISE MAJOR SEIZURES

116.37 KG GANJA SEIZED

AT KARUKUTTY, ERNAKULAM

13 JULY 2026

Excise officials seized 116.37 kg 

ganja from Karukutty in a 

major Operation Thunder 

raid. 116.37 KG
GANJA
SEIZED

390 gm
MDMA
SEIZED

20.27 KG
GANJA
SEIZED

6.08 g 
MDMA
SEIZED

94 g 
MDMA
SEIZED

281 g 
MDMA
SEIZED

308 g 
MDMA
SEIZED

390 GRAMS MDMA SEIZED

IN THRIKKAKARA

16 JULY 2026

20 JULY 2026

26 JULY 2026

13 JULY 2026

13 JULY 2026 23 AUGUST 2026

02 JULY 2026 28 JULY 2026

OPERATION TOOFAN –
STATEWIDE POLICE DRIVE

Acting on specific information, 

Excise team seized about 390 

grams MDMA and arrested one 

accused.

DANSAF KOCHI OPERATIONS 
IN KALAMASSERY & EDAPPALLY

94 GRAMS MDMA SEIZED
IN ERNAKULAM

6.08 g MDMA and 20.27 kg 

ganja seized from two separate 

operations in Kalamassery & 

Edappally. Two accused arrested.

Operation Thunder team 

seized 94 g MDMA in 

Ernakulam and arrested one 

person.

KERALA POLICE ACTIONS

MALAPPURAM POLICE 
SEIZE 493.16 G MDMA
+ 8 G HYBRID CANNABIS;
ONE ARRESTED

DANSAF KOCHI NABS
MDMA WHOLESALER;
281 GRAMS SEIZED

THRISSUR POLICE BUSTS

MDMA NETWORK; 308 G

MDMA, SEVEN ARRESTED (25 JUNE – 25 AUGUST 2026)

Kuttippuram Police seized 

493.16 grams MDMA and 8 

grams hybrid cannabis from a 

suspected trafficker

Kochi City 

DANSAF arrested 

a wholesale 

supplier and seized 

281 grams of 

MDMA during an 

operation.

Thrissur Police 

conducted two 

linked operations 

seizing 308 grams 

of MDMA and 

arresting seven 

persons.

 25 Jun : 131 arrests 

26 Jun : 139 arrests 

29 Jun : 227 arrests 

16 Jul : 263 arrests          

247 cases
17 Jul  : 107 arrests/              

95 cases
Total so far: Over 

8,000 cases 

registered

Kerala Police have intensified 

operations under ‘Operation 

Toofaan’ across the State.

125 g MDMA seized in 

Neyyattinkara from a group 

posing as a family 

travelling from Bengaluru. 

Multiple ganja & hashish 

oil seizures during vehicle 

checks and patrols.

Small quantity synthetic 

drugs and LSD stamps 

seized in various districts.

STATEWIDE BRIEFS(25 JUNE – 25 AUGUST 2026)

KONDOTTY COLLEGE

MDMA CASE

DELHI → KERALA

MDMA RACKET BUSTED

CONTINUOUS DISTRICT

ENFORCEMENT

PREVENTION & AWARENESS

INITIATIVES

Excise arrested 
four persons in a 
racket smuggling 
MDMA from 
Delhi to Kerala 
using women as 
carriers.

MDMA was found in a 
car during Onam 
celebration at 
Kondotty college. 
Three students booked.

Excise, Police and DANSAF 

teams continued special 

drives in schools, colleges, 

beaches, clubs, transport 

hubs and public places.

Awareness classes, parent 

programmes, student 

counselling and community 

engagement activities 

intensified across Kerala.

MESSAGE TO YOUTH

Period : 25 June – 25 August 2026

Cases Registered :8,000+ (Kerala Police)

Major Drugs Seized :MDMA, Ganja, Hashish  

  Oil,LSD, Synthetic Drugs

Agencies Involved :Kerala Police, DANSAF,Excise 

  Enforcement &Anti-Narcotic  

  Squad

Focus Areas :Supply Chain Disruption,Youth 

   Protection,Community 

  Awareness

Drugs may promise escape,

but they deliver only 

destruction.

CHOOSE LIFE. STAY DRUG-FREE.

        A safe and healthy Kerala 

is our shared responsibility. 

Together, we can defeat drugs 

and build a brighter tomorrow.

“ “

PARENT & TEACHER ALERT REPORT DRUG OFFENCES

Watch for changes. 

Talk to your children. 

Listen. Guide. Support. 
All information will be kept confidential.

Police Control Room : 100

Excise Helpline          : 0481 256 2323 

DANSAF Helpline    : 94979 66666

NNI NARCOTIC NEWS INDIA

TRUTH   |    COURAGE  |   IMPACT

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER DEDICATED TO

NARCOTICS, DRUG ABUSE AND NDPS SECTOR ACROSS INDIA.

HAVE INFORMATION? SHARE IT. SAVE LIVES.

TOP STORY

You can save a life.

FACT FILE – KERALA(PERIOD COVERED)

OTHER POLICE SEIZURES
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TOP STORY

CBN’S ‘OPERATION BLACK HAWK’
BUSTS INTER-STATE HEROIN SYNDICATE;
OVER 18.64 KG CRUDE HEROIN SEIZED
Central Bureau of Narcotics dismantles major network
operating across multiple States; 3 arrested

NNI BUREAU

NEW DELHI, 24 AUGUST 2026

In a major nationwide operation, 
the Central Bureau of Narcotics 
(CBN) has busted a well-
organised inter-state narcotics 
syndicate and seized more than 
18.64 kilograms of crude heroin.

The operation, codenamed 
‘Black Hawk’, was conducted 
simultaneously at multiple 
locations across different States 
based on specific intelligence 
inputs about the movement and 
distribution of heroin.

18.64 kg crude heroin 
seized

3 persons arrested

 Heroin concealed in 
specially fabricated 
cavities of vehicle fuel 
tank and secret chamber of 
truck

Mobile phones, digital 
devices and other material 
evidence recovered

Investigation is at an 
advanced stage; more 
arrests and seizures likely

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Crude heroin seized during Operation Black Hawk

OPERATION FACT FILE

OPERATION NAME

Black Hawk

Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN)

18.64 kg crude heroin

Inter-state syndicate busted

3 persons arrested

Investigation in progress

AGENCY

QUANTITY SEIZED

NATURE

ARRESTS

STATUS

Our relentless actions againstdrug 

trafficking will continue.We are 

committed to buildinga drug-free 

India.

— CBN Official

DRI NAVA SHEVA PORT BUST:
56 KG METHAMPHETAMINE
WORTH CRORES SEIZED

ILLEGAL DRUG MANUFACTURING 
FACILITY BUSTED IN JEWAR; 30 KG 
OF DRUG INTERMEDIATES SEIZED

DRI OPERATION CRYSTAL DAGGER:
8.6 KG METH, COCAINE & GANJA
SEIZED; 5 HELD IN BHOPAL &
GREATER NOIDA

CBN SEIZES 66.80 LAKH 
PSYCHOTROPIC TABLETS IN 
‘OPERATION VAJRA 2.0’

NNI BUREAU

NNI BUREAU
NNI BUREAU

MUMBAI, 19 AUGUST 2026

PUNE, 16 AUGUST 2026
MAHARASHTRA,

In a major success, the 
Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) has 
seized about 56 kilograms 
of methamphetamine at 
Nava Sheva Port, 
Maharashtra, in a 
consignment meant for 
export to Saudi Arabia.

The contraband was 
concealed in a bag among 
351 maize bags declared as maize flakes.

Two persons have been arrested in connection 
with the seizure, which is part of ongoing 
efforts to curb the misuse of legitimate export 
consignments for drug trafficking.

NNI BUREAU

JEWAR, UTTAR PRADESH,

13 AUGUST 2026

NNI BUREAU

BHOPAL / GREATER NOIDA,

14 AUGUST 2026
Acting on specific 
intelligence, the 
Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) 
unearthed an illegal 
manufacturing facility 
used for producing 
synthetics and its Meth 
Intermediates forms at 
Jewar in Gautam Budh 
Nagar district.

Officials seized about 30 
kg of amphetamines/Meth Intermediates 
forms along with various precursor 
chemicals, laboratory equipment and packing 
material. Two persons have been arrested.

The Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) has 
seized 66,79,980 psychotropic tablets during 
a major intelligence-led operation on the 
Chandigarh–Baddi interstate route.Acting on 
specific intelligence developed by the CBN 
Neemuch Unit, a specialised team 
maintained surveillance along the 
Punjab–Himachal Pradesh corridor on 
August 27 and 28. Officers intercepted a 
Uttar Pradesh-registered SML Isuzu Sartaj 
truck and conducted a detailed examination 
of its cargo.The search uncovered 120 
master cartons containing Alprazolam, 
Tramadol, Nitrazepam and Clonazepam 
tablets being transported without the 
required statutory documents. Batch 
numbers, manufacturing dates and expiry 
dates had reportedly been erased from 
several blister strips and boxes.The entire 
consignment and the truck were seized under 
the relevant provisions of the NDPS Act, 
1985. One person was arrested. Further 
investigation is underway to trace the 
manufacturing sources and downstream 
distribution network.

In a two-city 
operation under 
Operation Crystal 
Dagger, DRI seized 
8.6 kg 
methamphetamine, 
50 grams cocaine and 
25 grams ganja.A 
woman and four 
Nigerian nationals 
are among the five 
arrested. The case 
links to an 
international drug 
trafficking network.

AGENCY

AGENCY AGENCY

AGENCY :DRI | LOCATIONS: Maharashtra | DATES : 05 & 10 August 2026 STATUS| Investigation in progress  

AGENCY

LOCATIONS

LOCATIONS

CUSTODY TILL

STATUS

QUANTITY SEIZED:

ARRESTS:

STATUS:

DRI

DRI DRI

NCB

Investigation in progress

21 August 2026

Pune, Maharashtra

Bhopal (M.P.) &
Greater Noida (U.P.)

8.6 kg methamphetamine,
50 g cocaine, 25 g ganja

5 persons (including 
1 womanand 4 Nigerians)

Investigation in progress

Jewar, Uttar Pradesh

2 persons

Investigation in progress

30 kg amphetamine/
intermediary forms

Precursor chemicals,
lab equipment, 
packingmaterial

Nava Sheva Port, MaharashtraLOCATION
LOCATION

ARRESTS

STATUS

OTHER ITEMS

DESTINATION QUANTITY SEIZED Saudi Arabia

QUANTITY About 56 kg methamphetamine

ARRESTS 2 persons

MODE OF 
CONCEALMENT

Mixed in a bag 
among maize flakes

:

: :

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

DRUG KINGPIN VIRENDER SINGH BASOYA
SENT TO NCB CUSTODY TILL AUG 21;
EXTRADITED FROM UAE

MULTIPLE CLANDESTINE DRUG MANUFACTURING
UNITS BUSTED IN MAHARASHTRA

A court in Pune has sent 
alleged drug kingpin 
Virender Singh Basoya to 
NCB custody till 21 August 
after he was extradited from 
UAE.He is a key accused in a 
major international 
amphetamine trafficking 
case. Prosecution claims linkages with seizures of above 
1,000 kg of amphetamine in multiple operations.

05 & 10 AUGUST 2026

DRI conducted operations in 
Maharashtra on 5 August and 10 
August and busted clandestine drug 
manufacturing units.Large quantities 
of precursor chemicals and equipment 
were seized. Further investigation is 
underway.

:

:

:

:

:

NATIONWIDE FOCUS

* Strengthen borders

* Break the supply chain

* Target drug networks

* Save the youth

A drug-free India is possible 

only through intelligence, 

coordination and public 

participation. Together, let us 

win this war against drugs.

PUBLIC APPEAL REPORT DRUG-RELATED INFORMATION

Share information about 
drug smuggling or 
peddling. Your identity will 
be kept confidential. Every 
tip can save a life.

Police Control Room

Excise Helpline

0481 256 2323

100

“ “
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NARCOTICS, DRUG ABUSE AND NDPS SECTOR ACROSS INDIA.

HAVE INFORMATION? SHARE IT. SAVE LIVES.

Major Inter-State Pharmaceutical 
Diversion Racket Uncovered on 
Chandigarh–Baddi Route; 
One Arrested
NNI BUREAU
NEW DELHI | 29 AUGUST 2026

FACT BOXAGENCY: Central Bureau of 
NarcoticsOPERATION: Vajra 
2.0LOCATION: Chandigarh–Baddi 
Interstate RouteSEIZURE: 66,79,980 
Psychotropic TabletsMEDICINES: 
Alprazolam, Tramadol, Nitrazepam & 
ClonazepamVEHICLE: Uttar Pradesh-
Registered TruckARRESTS: One 
PersonSTATUS: Further Investigation 
Underway

“ “
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NNI BUREAU
NEW DELHI,20 JULY 2026

DRI SEIZES 88 KG OF 
MEPHEDRONE; TWO HELD
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TELANGANA RECORDS 46.10% 
  SURGE IN NARCOTICS CASES

Cases rise from 2,026 to 2,960 in three years; 
Cyberabad and Warangal report sharp increases
NNI NATIONAL BUREAU | HYDERABAD

RAJASTHAN ANTF ARRESTS MOST-WANTED
INTERSTATE DRUG TRAFFICKER
Suspect held in Jodhpur after a ten-month pursuit 
and three unsuccessful attempts
NNI NATIONAL BUREAU | JAIPUR

Telangana has recorded a significant 
increase in narcotics-related offences, 
with the number of cases rising from 
2,026 in 2023–24 to 2,960 in 2025–26. 
The increase of 46.10 per cent over three 
years has emerged as a major concern for 
the State Police.

The figures were presented during a half-
yearly crime review meeting chaired by 
Telangana Director General of Police C. 
V. Anand. Senior police officers from 
different units participated in the review. 
Hyberabad recorded a 90.98 per cent rise 
in narcotics cases, increasing from 266 
to 508. Warangal reported an even 
sharper increase of 142.31 per cent 

during the same period.

The DGP directed police units to 
strengthen surveillance, improve 
intelligence gathering and identify 
emerging narcotics networks at an early 
stage. Officers were also instructed to 
conduct detailed monthly reviews and 
intensify preventive measures in 
vulnerable areas.

Police authorities have emphasised that 
crime reviews must go beyond statistics 
and examine trafficking patterns, 
methods used by offenders, quality of 
investigation and the progress of cases 
through the judicial process.

The Rajasthan Anti-Narcotics Task 
Force has arrested one of the State’s 
most-wanted alleged drug 
traffickers following an operation in 
Jodhpur.According to police, the 
suspect was tracked for nearly ten 
months. The ANTF had made three 
previous attempts to apprehend him 
before the latest operation resulted 

in his arrest.Investigators allege that the 
suspect had developed an interstate narcotics 
supply network and was sourcing large 
consignments of opium from India’s 
northeastern region.Police are examining the 
wider network, including suspected 
suppliers, transport routes, distributors and 
financial links. The arrest is considered an 
important step in efforts to disrupt interstate 
narcotics trafficking.

RECOVERY IS POSSIBLE 

+91 91555 66266
WhatsApp HelplineExcise HelplineNCB Narcotics

Helpline (MANAS)

1933

Police Control Room

100 0481 256 2323

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW NEEDS HELP, REACH OUT TODAY.

HELP IS AVAILABLE. YOU ARE NOT ALONE.

Addiction is a treatable health condition,
not a moral failure.

NNI
HEALTH
DESK

A MESSAGE TO FAMILIES
Listen without judgement. Guide with compassion.
Set clear boundaries and seek qualified 
professional support at the earliest stage. 
Families can play a decisive role in treatment, 
recovery and reintegration. Together,
we can protect our loved ones and 
build a drug-free society.

* Loss of control over drug use
* Neglecting family, education or employment
* Withdrawal symptoms
* Sudden behavioural changes
* Physical or emotional health problems
* Financial or legal difficulties

WHEN TO SEEK HELP?

Early professional intervention can prevent lifelong damage.

PREFRONTAL CORTEX

Controls judgement, 
decision-making and self-
control. Drug use can impair 
these abilities and increase 
risk-taking behaviour.

Plays a major role in reward and 
pleasure. Repeated drug exposure 
can alter this system, contributing 
to cravings and dependence.

AMYGDALA
Processes emotions such as 
stress, fear and anxiety. 
Drug use can intensify 
emotional instability and 
increase vulnerability to 
relapse.

NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS HIPPOCAMPUS

Supports memory and 
learning. Substance use can 
make it difficult to remember, 
learn and concentrate.

With timely medical assistance, professional 
counselling and strong family support, recovery is 
possible. Treatment can restore health, rebuild 
confidence and help individuals return to family 
and society.

UNDERSTANDING THE MENACE: HOW DRUGS AFFECT THE BRAIN

SAY NO TO DRUGS.
YES TO LIFE.
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‘OPERATION BLACK HAWK’ HITS INTER-STATE HEROIN NETWORK
CBN seizes 18.64 kg of crude heroin in back-to-back operations near Lucknow;
three arrested as investigators turn focus to supply and distribution links

LUCKNOW | NNI NEWS DESK

In a major operation against inter-
state narcotics trafficking, the Central 
Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) has 
seized 18.64 kg of crude heroin in 
two coordinated operations near 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, and 
arrested three alleged members of an 
inter-state trafficking network. The 
operation, code-named ‘Operation 
Black Hawk,’ was carried out jointly 
by CBN units from Madhya Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh following 
intelligence about movement of 
narcotics from the North-East 
towards Lucknow. During the 
intervening night of August 30-31, 
CBN teams established surveillance 
along the Sultanpur- Lucknow 
Highway and tracked an Assam-
registered Hyundai Creta through 
multiple toll plazas. The vehicle was 
intercepted near Lucknow on August 
31. According to the CBN, officers 
became suspicious after questioning 
the occupants and fuel tank. 
Technical dismantling revealed a 
specially fabricated cavity containing 
35 waterproof packages with 16.48 
kg of crude heroin.
Two suspects were arrested.

CAR INTERCEPTED NEAR LUCKNOW TRUCK INTERCEPTED NEAR BARABANKI

2.16 kg of crude heroin recovered from
a secret chamber built into the vehicle body.

16.48 kg of crude heroin recovered froms
pecially fabricated cavity inside the fuel tank.

In a separate intelligence-led action, 

CBN officers tracked a heavy 

commercial vehicle travelling along 

the Sultanpur-Lucknow corridor and 

intercepted it near Barabanki. A 

search reportedly uncovered another 

concealed chamber built into the 

vehicle body, from which 2.16 kg of 

crude heroin was recovered.A third 

suspect was arrested. Both vehicles 

and the seized narcotics were 

confiscated. The three accused have 

been booked under provisions of the 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances Act, 1985.Authorities are 

now pursuing financial and logistical 

leads to identify alleged 

upstream suppliers and 

downstream distribution 

channels connected with the 

network.

56 KG METHAMPHETAMINE
HIDDEN WITH MAIZE
SEIZED AT NAVA SHEVA
DRI foils alleged attempt to export
synthetic drug to Saudi Arabia; two arrested

NAVI MUMBAI | NNI NEWS DESK

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
has seized approximately 56 kg of 
methamphetamine from an export 
consignment at Nava Sheva Port in a major 
interception targeting transnational drug 
trafficking. The intelligence-led operation was 
conducted on August 16 and 17.According to 
the DRI, the methamphetamine, in powder 
form, had been concealed by mixing it with 
maize in one of 351 bags forming part of an 
export consignment destined for Saudi 
Arabia.The method appears to have been 
designed to disguise the narcotic as part of an 
ordinary agricultural shipment and evade 
routine examination. Investigations 
subsequently identified the exporter and the 
transporter/freight forwarder allegedly 
involved in the shipment. The DRI said its 
investigation indicated that the 
transporter/freight forwarder had been 
coordinating with an overseas buyer regarding 
transportation and customs clearance. Both 
persons were arrested under the NDPS Act. 
The case highlights the increasingly 
sophisticated concealment techniques being 
encountered by enforcement agencies in 
international narcotics trafficking.

SEIZURE FILE

: Methamphetamine

: Around 56 kg

: Nava Sheva Port

: Saudi Arabia

: Mixed with maize

: Two

Drug

Quantity

Location

Destination

Concealment

Arrests

SNACK PACKETS TRIGGER
DRUG INTERCEPTION AT
CHENNAI AIRPORT
Customs and NCB recover 14,437 grams 
gross weight of suspected contraband from 
passenger arriving from Bangkok

CHENNAI | NNI NEWS DESK

A joint operation by the Air Intelligence Unit of Chennai Customs 
and the Narcotics Control Bureau led to the seizure of 14,437 grams 
gross weight of suspected contraband at Chennai International 
Airport.An Indian woman arriving from Bangkok on August 22 was 
intercepted following passenger profiling and targeted baggage 
screening.Officials detected suspicious images during X-ray 
examination of her checked-in luggage. A detailed inspection 
subsequently revealed suspected contraband concealed inside six 
Thai snack packets.The NCB seized the material and arrested the 
passenger under the NDPS Act. She was remanded to judicial 
custody while further investigation continued.The official release 
describing the interception identified the seized material as 
“suspected contraband”; it did not specify the substance in the 
information released at the time.

1 2

OPERATION
BLACK HAWK
-AT GLANCE

18.64 KG

16.46 KG

2.16 KG

CONCEALMENT

3

2

Total crude heroin
seized

Total crude heroin
seized

Suspects arrested

Recovered from
the car

Recovered from
the truck

Fabricated fuel-tank 
cavity and secret vehicle-
body chamber

THE CONCEALMENT GAME

From fuel tanks to food 

consignments, traffickers 
continue to test enforcement 

systems

Recent seizures reveal the diverse 
concealment techniques allegedly being 
used by narcotics networks.

* In Operation Black Hawk, crude 
heroin was discovered inside specially 
fabricated cavities in a car fuel tank 
and a commercial vehicle.
* At Nava Sheva, methamphetamine 
was allegedly mixed with maize in an 
export consignment.
* At Chennai International Airport, 
suspected contraband was recovered 
from Thai snack packets carried in 
checked baggage. The cases underline 
a central challenge facing enforcement 
agencies: trafficking networks 
continually alter routes, packaging and 
concealment methods in an attempt to 
elude conventional screening. 
Intelligence gathering, profiling, inter-
agency coordination, financial 
investigation and technology-assisted 
examination therefore remain critical 
components of narcotics enforcement.

NDPS ENFORCEMENT BRIEF
4.033 KG HYDROPONIC GANJA
SEIZED AT CHENNAI AIRPORT

INTER-STATE GANJA RACKET
BUSTED IN TELANGANA

YABA & MDMA TABLETS
SEIZED IN TAMIL NADU

EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
RAIDS IN KERALA

Chennai Customs seized 4.033 kg of 
hydroponic ganja from a Malaysian 
passenger arriving from Bangkok on August 
7. The contraband was seized and the 
passenger was arrested under the NDPS Act

Telangana Police busted an inter-
state ganja racket and seized 405 kg 
of ganja, along with a car and a 
truck. Five accused were arrested in 
the operation.

A joint operation by Tamil Nadu 
Police and NCB led to the seizure of 
1,300 Yaba tablets and 50 grams of 
MDMA in Coimbatore district. Two 
persons were arrested.

Kerala Excise Department 
conducted statewide raids and 
seized narcotic substances in 
multiple districts. Investigations are 
ongoing.

ENFORCEMENT WATCH

THREE OPERATIONS
THREE DIFFERENT
CONCEALMENT METHODS

THE MESSAGE IS CLEAR
TRAFFICKING METHODS MAY CHANGE

VIGILANCE CANNOT

LUCKNOW/ BARABANKI
18.64kg crude  heroin seized
in two CBN operations

NAVA SHEVA PORT
Around 56kg methamphetamine
recovered from an export 
consignment

CHENNAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
14,437 grams gross weight of suspected
contraband recovered from six thai  
snack packets.

TWO OPERATIONS. ONE NETWORK.18.64 KG OF HEROIN
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Kerala’s fight against narcotics is entering a 
more intensive phase as Operation Toofaan, 
the State’s coordinated anti-drug campaign, 

prepares to expand beyond enforcement operations 
into a wider community-driven movement. Launched 
on June 2, 2026, Operation Toofaan was conceived as 
a sustained offensive against drug trafficking, synthetic 
narcotics, interstate supply networks and organised 
distribution systems operating within Kerala. The 
campaign brought together enforcement and 
government departments, with the police spearheading 
intensified action against narcotic networks. Under the 
leadership of Kerala Home Minister Ramesh 
Chennithala, the Government has indicated that the 
campaign will not end with arrests and seizures. Its 
next phase is intended to strengthen prevention, 
intelligence gathering and public participation, taking 
the fight against drugs closer to families, 
neighbourhoods and local communities.

NNI BUREAU | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Home Minister Ramesh Chennithala outlines a 
stronger second phase, taking the anti-narcotics 
campaign from enforcement operations to 
neighbourhoods and households across the State

“

“ The fight against 

drugs is not the 

responsibility of the 

police or the 

government alone. 

It is a responsibility 

shared by every 

family, every 

educational 

institution, every 

village and city, and 

every citizen.”

“A drug-free Kerala 

cannot be achieved 

through 

enforcement alone 

– it can become a 

reality only when 

society stands 

united.

STRONG ENFORCEMENT. CLEAR RESULT

9,047 9,757
CASES REGISTERED PERSONS ARRESTED

7.46 kg
MDMA

958.107kg
GANJA

4.72 kg
HASHISH OIL

SEIZURES (IN 75 DAYS)

THE NEXT BATTLEFIELD

:EVERY COMMUNITY

TARGETING INTERSTATE AND

DIGITAL DRUG NETWORKS

FROM A POLICE OPERATION
TO A PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT
* Enforcement can disrupt supply.
* Prosecution can hold offenders 
accountable.
* But lasting success requires families, 
educational institutions and 
communities to recognise warning signs 
early and support those at risk.
* Operation Toofaan Phase II aims to 
transform this mission into a sustained 
social movement.

* Stronger coordination and intelligence 
sharing among southern states.
* Tracking of financial trails linked to drug 
trade.
* Focus on online platforms, dark web, 
courier routes, trains, buses and new-age 
distribution channels.
* A combination of field policing, 
intelligence, financial investigation and 
technology-based surveillance.

* Special Grama Sabhas and local initiatives with the 

participation of Local Self Government Institutions.

* Formation of “Toofaan Warriors” at the panchayat 

level.

* Involvement of Kudumbashree, ASHA workers, 

Haritha Karma Sena, women’s organisations, youth 

groups and community institutions

.* Early identification of risk, awareness generation and 

preventing vulnerable individuals from falling into drug 

abuse and trafficking networks.

KERALA INTENSIFIES ITS WAR AGAINST DRUGS

RAMESH CHENNITHALA
Hon’ble Home Minister, Kerala

Earlier, in 44 days: ~7,000 arrests in ~6,500 cases | Narcotics worth   70 Crore seized
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